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Mr. Apgwin Mr. Munsie
Mr. Collier Mr. Rocke
Mr. Davles Mz. Trey
Mr., Holman Mr. Walker
Mr. Jones Mr. Willcock
Mr, Lambert Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Mitchell {Tellcr.)

Maotion thus passed.

House adjourned at 10,33 pm,

Legisiative Council,
Tuesdey, 10th December, 1918.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.u., and read prayers.

OBITUARY—HON, FRANK WILSON,

ALG.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. M.
P. Colebatch—RFast) [4.33]: A few weecks
ago it was my painful duty to acquaint tho
House with the death of Lerd Ferrest. To-
day members are called upon to cxpress their
appreciation of the publie services of one
who, next to the late Lord Forrest, may fairly
be regarded as the foremost Liberal politician
Western Australian has produced. T have
little doubt that the services of the Homn.
Trank Wilson to this State will be befter un-
derstood and more deeply appreciated when,
after the lapse of time, they can be viewed
in n true perspective. It is perhaps true that
luck and wmerit still go hand in hand, and
that your wisc man is ever Tortunc’s favour-
ite, There can be no question that some
people enjoy wider opportunities than do
others. Much of the political success of the
late Lord Forrest was due to the unerring in-
stinet and the lofty courage with which he
““topk the current when it served.’’ The late
Hon. Frank Wilson, by contrast, was faced
with pinched opportunities. The peried 1905
te 1013, during which he ocecupied important
officcs in different Administrations, colminat-
ing with the holding of the dual portfolio of
Premier and Colonial Ureasurer, was a period
of acute finaneial diffienlty, resulting from
the termination of the period during which
Western Australia rcceived revenues from the
special Western Australian sliding seale of
duties. And again, his period of office as
Premier and Celonial Treasurer from July,
1916, to June, 1917, was overshadowed by
the war, and the disturbance of all our in-
dunstries. I am sure that in the future it will
he recognised, not only that the late Hon.
Frank Wilson rendered invaluable services
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to the State in exceptionally trying cireum-
stances, but also that had he been more fav-
oured by opportunity he would have won in
unegualled measure thot immediate popular
applanse whiel is bestowed rather upon sue-
ccss than upon endeavour. Whilst there are
members of the House who bold somewhat dif-
ferent views from those of the late Hon, Frank
Wilson on political matters, there are none
that did not admire his sterling e¢haracter,
none that did not value his unswerving and
always loyal friendship, Most of us feel a
sensg of personal loss by his dealh, Terson-
ally, having had the honour of serving as
one of his Ministers for a period of pearly
twelve months, I ean only say that the very
intimate association resulting from that con-
neetion served fo deepen my admiration of
hig qualities and to ecment the friendship that
had existed between us for so many years.
It was not only in the pelitical arena that the
late Ifon. Prank Wilson rendered exceptional
gervices to Western Australia, No man had
greater faith 'in the resources of the ecountry,
and no man gave more practical evidenee of
that faith, Two of our most impertant in-
dustrigs, the timber industry and the coal
mining industry, owe mueh to his eonfidence,
to his onterprise, to his sound business judg-
ment, aud to the determination he always
showod to enrry to a successful issue anything
he took in hand. The eommereial and indus-
trial intercsts of our State nre the poorer for
his death. Whilst we are so conseiousg of the
great public and personal loss we have sus-
tained by the death of the late Hon. Frank
Wilson, our decpest aympathies will be ex-
tended to his widow and family, to his family
who arc here, and also to thosc two soldier
sons whose homecoming, so ardently looked
forward to, will be so saddened by this event.
We ecan only hope that the appreciation of
their late husband and father, expressed so
widely throughout the State and emphasised
so cmphatieally by tho conspicuous honour
paid yesterday to his remains by all seetions
of the community, will in some measure as-
suage their gricf. T move—

That this Housec desires to place on Te-
cord its apprecintion of the public services
rendered to the State by the late Hon,
Prank Wilsor, C.M.G,, and to express its
decpest sympathy with his family in the ir-
reparahle loss which they have sustained;
and that the President be requested to for-
ward the foregoing vesolution to the rela-
tives of the deceased gentleman.

Ifon. W. KINGSMILL (Metropelitan)
[4.8397: T feel that but few words are re-
guired from me in geconding the mation moved
by the lender of the House. Tndeed, no words
could add anything to the magnificent tribute
of public feeling and affection paid to the
late Hon. TFrank Wilson hy the attendance
at his funeral ohsequics yesterday, I do not
think that in the history of the State there
has been another occasion when all classes and
all cresds of political and private opinion met
to do unanimons honour to a deceased states-
man, as was the case yestorday. For myself I
have had very long experience of and long
friendship with the decensed gentleman, We
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eame inte Parliament at the same election in
1897. T have had opportunities of viewing his
work and his life from what I might deseribe

as a variety of angles, I have been his
colleague, and X have been in _ oppos:
tion to him, and always have I found

that he commanded my vespeet and admira-
tion; for some qualities perhaps above others,
and those were quickness of perception, deter-
mination, and promptitude of aetion, all of
which are badly needed in this State. The
political life ot this State lost a very great
fnetor when the deceased gentleman passed
away. Tt is also to be regretted that his last
days were, perhaps, embittered by the notor-
ious ingratitude of the publie—which mam-
fested itself in his case more than in the case
of most men—by the fact that a portion of
the State should have thought fit to rejeet
services which had been used for the lLeuefit
of the State for so many years. T feel that
this country has suffercd a very great loss by
the death of the late Hon. I'rank Wilsen, and
it affords me a certain pride to be able to
second the motion which has been so ably and
cloquently moved by the leader of the House.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES (North) [4.42]: T feel
impelled to say a few words in support of
the motion so ably moved by the leader of the
House and so ably seconded by Mr. Kings-
mill. It has heen my good fortune to be

closely associated with the late hon. gentle--

man for nearly 25 years. After 25 years’
experience, L ean honestly and truthfully say
that 1 know nothing but good of him. The
sad part of it is thatT received a message from
him at the end of last weelk saying that he
would like to sce me for ten minutes or so.
T arranged to see him yesterday, only to find
when the time came that he had passed away.
The example he set in publie life, in com-
mercial life, and in his home life, wonld have
heen a credit to any of ns who had the eap-
neity and strength of charvactor to live up to
the standard he set. The best tribute that
conld be paid to the late how, gentleman wag
paid to him about three months after the
Labour party assumed office, when they an-
nounced that they had searched every office
he had ever been in, had scrutinised cvery
file that had passed under his hand, and that
they conld find nothing but evidence of his
ability, his honesty, and his integrity. That
tribute, coming as it did when he was thought
to be in the prime of life, meant far more
than anything that can be said now, when it
is too late. The lesson we have %o learn is
that, when we have a man of the character
and capacity of the late Hon. Frank Wilson,
prepared to do his duty, as the late hon. gen-
tleman did, then I say let Parliament and the
publiec rally round him and stand to him, mnot
when it is too late but at a time when they
can be of some scrvice to him. My sympathy
goes out to Mrs. Wilson and her family in their
sad bereavement, T find it almost impossible to
convey in words my appreciation of the de-
censed gentleman. I can only say, ‘‘Think of
what a good hushand and a good father ought
to be. He was that.” T have much pleasure
in supporting the metion so ably moved and
seconded.
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Hon, E. M. CLARKE (South-West) [4.45]:
T also wish to pay my tribute of respect to
the late Mr. Wilson, Though not an intimate
friend of his, I was a great admirer of the
deceased gentleman, He was one who pos-
sibly took somc little time to make up his
mind as to who were his real friends; but
through it all there was that dignified, sterl-
ing character which always stands out forve-
most in my mind when I think of Mr. Wilson,
As has been remarked, he was a keen business
man; and he was also a strong and keen de-
hater, and his opponents could never breathe
one word against him personally. Ha was
one of those men whose sterling qualitics are
not fully recognised until it is too lnte. Mr,
Wilson was keen at everything he teok in
haod. No man who knew Mr, Wilson per-
sonally, eould do other thau respect him as a
politician and as a gentleman, the type of
politician and of man that we want in West-
ern Aunstralia.

Hon. H. CARSON (Central) [4.4G]: As one
who enjoyed the very high privilege of sitting
in the Assembly with Mr, Wilson for some
years, T too desire to pay my tribute of res-
peet to the deceased gentleman’s meniory.
Mr, Wilson was unlike many politicians of
to-day: he did not fake the line of least re-
aistance. e was a courageous fighter, and
fought for his ideals, During his service in
Parliament he lad a most strenwous time,
and in him Western Australia hag lost indeed
a valuable asset. To sum up Mr. Wilson“s
character, one need only sav that he was a
thorough gentleman. I heartily support the
motion.

Hon. J. E. DODD (South) [4.47]: T regret
very much the occasion which has arisen for
the moving of this meotion, TFor mno public
man of Western Australia had I a greater ad-
miration, in some respects, than for the late
Mr. Wilson. In my opioion, the term from
1911 to 1914 dnring which Mr. Wilson led the
Opposition in the Assembly, was the greatest
period of his career. The late gentleman was
then faeed with an almost hopeless task, and
in his digcharge of it he commended himself
not only to his friends, but alse to his polit-
ieal opponents. Whether what Mr. Holmes
has stated is correet, T am not in a position to
say; but T can state that the lute Labour Gov-
crmnent had an intense admiration for Mr.
Wilson both 23 a man and as a fighter. I do
not know of anyone who wns more deeply im-
bued with the British bull dog courage and
tenacity than Mr. Wilson, I am indeed glad
to pay this tribunte to his memory. I wonld
also like to say, perhaps by way of imparting
a personal toueh, that when the war broke out
the Government of which I was a member, in-
vited Mr. Wilson to several Cabinct meetings
in order to secure the benefit of hia advice,
beeanse we recogmised that Le was nndoubt-
edly a strong and able man, May I also say
that at a later period, when the war becamo
so serious, Mr. Wilson’s son went to France
in the same unit as ene of my own boys. The
last time ever T saw Mr. Wilson, we were able
to exchange news regarding what was taking
place in the vnit in which our lads were fight-
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ing. TIf one thing would tend to lessen politi-
cal animosity and political antagonism, it is
the fact that our two boys were fighting in
the same force, I deeply regret the ocecasgion
which has arisen for this motion.

Hon. &. J. G. W. MILES (North) [4.49]:
I desire to add a few words, and I fully en-
dorse the remarks which have fallen from the
mover and from the other speakers. FPerson-
ally, T had known the late Mr. Wilson for 26
years. I weint to work under him when I was
a lad of 19, and I worked under him for seven
years; and I can say this of My, Wilson, that
he was always the same no matter what posi-
tion & man occupied in life. To one and all,
Mr. Wilson was the same good old British
gentleman. T consider it an honour to have
been one of his pall bearers yesterday—an
honour which I shall remember all my life.
As to the report published of the funeral, T
consider it was a slight oversight to state
that o large number of members of hoth
Houses of Parlinment also attended. Tn my
opinion, it wonld lhave been better had the
names of those members been mentioned,
mare particularly in view of the faet that
the whole of the late Mr. Wilson’s politieal
opponents were present. A man could not
have had a greater tribute than that paidl to
him by his political opponents, As nn old
friend of his, I greatly apprecinte the culogy
passed on the deccased gentleman by the
leader of the Opposition, Mr. Collier, WNoth-
ing could have come better, and I Teel sure
the dcceased gentleman’s relatives greatly
appreciate the sentiments expressed by Mr.,
Collier. While regretting that the names of
members of Parlinment who attended the fun-
eral have not heen published, T support the
motion,

Hon. H. TI. SAUNDERS (Metropolitan)
[4.51]: When the late Mr. Wilson entered
publie life, T had the honour of heing Mayor
of Perth; and I fully endorse all the appre-
cintive cxpressions which have heen uttered
by members of this House regarding my late
friend. Mr., Wilson was of great serviee to
the city when he sat ns a councillor, and he
has heen of still greater service to the State
of Western Australia. Indeed, I believe that
had it not been for his trouble and anxicties
over State affairs, onr friend would have been
with us to.-day. He was a gentleman, and he
was a man of his word. Jf he said he would
do a thing, he did it. Tf he 3aid yes in veply

to a request, it was yes; and if he s2id no,”

one might as well never speak to him on that
subject again. I have had many private
transactions with Mr. Wilson, and always
found him a man of his word and abselutely
@ white man, I deeply regret the loss which
the State has suffered in the death of our
friend, also the loss his family have sustained,
and they have my deepest sympathy.
Question put and passed, members standing,

ADTOURNMENT--SPECYATL,

The COLONIAL BSECRETARY (Hon, H.
P, Colebateh—Fast) [4.52]: As a forther
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mark of the respect of membera for the late
Mr., Wilson, I move —
That the House do now adjourn.
Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 4.53 p.m.

Regislative Hssembly,

Tuesday, 10th December, 1918.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.tu., and read prayers,

OBITUARY—HON. FRANK WILSON,
CM.G,

The PREMIER (Hon, H. B. Lefroy—
Moore) (4.32]: On Saturday evening last
there passed away from us one who had been
clogely unssociated with the publie life of this
comntry for 20 years. His geverance from
this world came after a long and painful ill-
nese, borne with cliaracteristic fortitude, and,
I may say, with cheerfulness. The name of
the Hon. Frank Wilson ia well known through-
out Western Australin. Tn the course of a
long and labourions public life he was one
who never spared himself. For a long time
he was in the thick of the fight, Perhaps no
Government ever had a harder time than the
Government over which he presided. He will
be rememhered by this House as one of its
kcenest debaters, a man of remarkable ten-
acity of purpose, and great determination.
His courage was characteristic of the man,
T may safely say we all migsed him when he
did not retorn to this Chamber. I may also
safely say that he filled a niche which no one
but himself was able to fill. No one possibly
liad been more closely associated with the pol-
itieal life of this conntry for many years past,
and no one had heen more thoroughly through
the turmoil and struggles of a political carcer.
There must be turmoil for all who engage in
political life, but he surmounted all the difi-
eulties which came before him, and left be-
hind him a distinguished and honourable name.
He had many friends, and when the adoption
of these friends was tried he grappled them
to his soul with hoops of steel, He was o
good friend and a loyal friend to all with
whom he was associated. e has passed
away to the great majority, as we all have
to do, and yesterday we laid him to rest from
all the trials of this world. It was a fitting
tribute to one who had been so actively asso-
¢iated with the life of this eountry. This
Hounse would, I am quite sure, desire to offera
further tribute to the memory of cur departed
friend, whe held suech a high and memorable



